THE 


Life  aafl  Extraordinary  Case 

OF  ABSTINENCE  OF 


OP 

'^['utbury  in  Staffordshire, 

Now  living  in  the.  5lst  lear  efker  Agt^ 

Who  has  for  the  s{)ace  of  three  years  and  a  half  lived 

entirely  without  food/ 

INCLUDING  THE  REASONS  THAT  FIRST  tNDCaSB 

HER  TO  LOSE  HER 

APPE  riTE, 

-  ,  AtteHed  by  these  two  Particulars. 

i,.  Mr.  ROBEliT  TAN  LOR, 

Member  of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons,  London 

^  •  '5  '  '  •  ■  '  AND  : 

Mr.  ALLEN, 

SURGEON,  TUrRURY, 

AVho  aftended  the  investigation,  be in^  allowed  by  tli« 
Medical  Men  the  raot^  woiulerfui  account  of 
j  Facts  ever  recorded. 
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A  T  a  time  like  wken prejvjdice  is  fo  ve- 

ry  preva^eitc^^th  iTfan^-vind  even  with  ueopiethe 
moft  rcip  is'  e3%  ha auer  td -convince 

them  ot  io  tXtalaor;dinir5^'aii  ncenf^ince  'y  incredible 
as  it  may  4pp^ati:®o:thai«J  whn  haye  nbc^b*’i(3rn^%atdd 
of  it>>eipeciahy.thC>i>  live  in  the  imme¬ 

diate  ncighDourhof^dhoTthe'wo'mia^h  Itiil  discredit  it, 
and  remain  unconvinced  may  rest  afTtired  that. 

Mr  ray^Ofha  rei^^i^bie  medica^  gehtAeman  nn-' 
dettqrvk' ta  inveitigace  the  3|?dr  is  a  thin  df 
ferutinyh  he  -uied  eve^y  means  todetedi  her^^  and  had 
fhe  b  x-n  gu  ity  ot  deceit  it  were  im  p  ffible  that  it 
cou  d  h^ve  eicaped  his  penetratimi. 

^nn  Mv>or  W:l^  born  at  Roiletohi  Dt  rbi fibre,  in 
11^61,  o!  poor  parenf^  Whole  name  w4s  Pegg-  ner  fa¬ 
ther  dead,  her  mother  ftail  alive,  fhe  4as  married  at 
the  age  or  27  to  J  lines  Mpdr.  a  >t^|'ing  man  •.  but 
loon  disagre  ing  rhet  lef^rated^  by  Jiiutiai  ctmknt 
without  off  pnng  "  ^  . 

A  f te  r  ^  h e  r  le  r a 1 1  o n  •  o  1  i  ve  fe  r v a  n  t  to 

Mr  Tu  u  iiff*^.  a  iarmei*  near  Sudburv  by  wnom 
file  had  a  boy  and  ariri,.the  giTia^.;*tving  with  her  mo¬ 
ther  and  goes  tq  ichool  at  I'titburv  ’  .  ^  .  y  j 
In  the  eady  paijtjof  her  life  iji^  wa$4,\*;  retched  no* 
%rious  finner^  j^vh^rtpwn  ifonreSion,  and  the  teftk 


mony  qS  her  neighbours.  But  fiace  the  ilate  of  hei 
.^tiinence,  that  her  prefeat  ftittc  o'*  mind  is  pt  tueh 
.jc^lifinefs  ahd  lerenkY-  and  her  do^nna!  knowledge 
tacka.r  anduniippcachible,  iHat  it  mud  highly 
pleafi;^  to  ever  Y  lover  of  religion  to  converfe.  witli 
her. 

’She  has  till  lately  received  a  Imall  allowance. from 
parifh  ;  butlince  che  truth  of  her  prelerit  ftdte  fhe 
has  been  e||abliihvd,  (he  has  been  very  o<>mmrtat>ie 
.and^qvery  actt|nHa-ce  pracur'd  tor  her,  the  number 
b.f  pebpte  who  vihc  her  is  ail  nifliing  and  every  one 
givb^g  her  a  trifle  tor  her  children  makes  her  .more 
comfortable  She  is  tail,  handiomc,  chearful,  »md 
talkative,  it  cannot  be  t  xpedled  that  apy  thing  more 
than  what  is  common,  cm  have  'secured  to  a  vyp- 
man  m  her  lltuation  of  life  H  aving  proceeded  £o 
iar  weno  give  an  account  of  her  falling,  de^Cv.pf 
which  the  .olh'wing  are  the  particulars  :  b 

;  The  lad  10  years  die  had  not  been  one  hour  free 
from  pain  pn  vious  to  her  lols  of  ajipetite  •,  die  gives 
the  reafon  as  fallows  ;  flie  attended  a  perlpn  in  ^'he 
name  of  Samuel  mAJtGE,  who  was  d/with 

soHROFULOFs  ULCERS,  of  which  complaint  he  didd, 
Oclcober  30  180b.  She  uled  Co  wafh  hi*  linen:  the 
extreme  pfFcnfi  venefs  of  the  fmell,  was  luch  that  no 
perfm  could  <  ome  near  it  She  attended  hi  n  eight 
month’s  in  this  fituation  until  his  death  On  the  4th 
•.  of  November  following  die  was  necefflated  to  give 
up  her  work  at  which  time  die  loft  all  defire  of  toad 
.as  v/cU  as  her  ability  to  take  it.  rne  am  »unc  at  fo- 
lid  ' ood  w  hich  ike  to^jk  from  that  time  uncii  M  if ch 
did  not  exceed  halt  an  ounce  in  4  day,  h  r  d-*wak  was 
ufually  tea,  without  milk  or  cream^  She  thougnte- 
very  thing  fne  eat  or  drank  fme]  1  ed- ©t  corrupiiofi^j 
a  feeat  fke  was  accudomed  to  during  her  attendance 
on  the  young  man. 

la  March,  I  07  die  was  troubled -  w  it h  hvilyric 
fits  and  the  cramp  at  herftomach,  her  remedy  was 
boiling  hot  gruel  although  it  fcalded  her  lips  ike  ieft 


4 


no  pain.  Roaftfd  potato^,  was  the  luft  thing  tha^ 

•  retain'd  its  proper  reHdi  On  Ealler  Tuesday  /Vpril 

-  14,  !807.  Ihe  firit  took  to  her  bed-  A  few  davs  prior 
to  that  fhc  ear  half  a  potatce  ^  in  14  davs  after  (he 
fucked  hah  an  or  pge,  and  eat  a  qneen  cake.^  from 
this  tini'^  until  Wednef  iay  May  the  SOch  .  the  took 
nothing  bur  tea  without  cream  or  fugar,  Ihe  always 
teelsa  fenfe  of  diftention  at  the  tlomach,  whicE  at 
times  is  fo  opprefTive  as  to  threaten  fuffocatioh^ut. 
inftantly  on  disperiion  ot  wind  0\e  fi  vis  re  ie£ 

On  the  Ibllowing  dav  liie  ventured  to  hvallow  'a 
ImaH  peice  of  biicuit,  bur  was  i m mediately  vprvikcd 
up  again  with  Htektpain,  accompanied  with 

The  latter  end  of  June  of  (807,  was  the  lafi:  foiid  j 
food  fhe  ever  took^  which  was  only  a  few  black  cur- 

-  rants  fhele  fhe  continued  fevera)  days-  From  this 
time  (he  2:radually  d  mlnilhed  m  h^*r  quantity  of  li¬ 
quids  fometimes  omitting  to  take  any  thing  for  two 
or  three  days  together.  She  once  changed  her  com¬ 
mon  tea  for  onion  tea^,  thinking  it  might  agree  with, 
her  better. 

In  thi^i  deplorable  fituation.  fhe  roiit inu  d  in  the 
-greatelf  diftrefs,  during  the  winter  of  1807,  without 
cloatfes  to  cover  her  bed.  or  Sre  to  warm  her  room> 
With  the  fnowand  rain  beating  ihrough  the  tiles 

An  inveftigation  of  fabts  which  Hie  alTcrted  were 
examined  into  by  theitKdical  gentlemen  of  T  urpu- 
fy.  they  attended  her  felt  her  puife,  and  maintained 
it  was  too  ftrong  for  the  fituation  flie  pretended  to 
be  in.  jEvery  idle  tale  was  laid  hold  of  to  prove  her 
an  im potter,  luch  as  (he  had  changed*  her  (hop*. fhe 
uied  to  deal  at,  tending  different  mefiengers for  pro- 
vifion,  eating  fecretly..  a.id  every  way  that  could  be 
thought  of  to  ellablifti  their  prejudice  to  rhetruth  of 
the  fads  they  wifhed  to  propegate.  nay  the  varaciry 
'  of  her  piety  was  called  in  quetfion,  by  her  neigh 
hours  until  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  aMinifter  of 
iht  parifh  wilhedthac  fuch  an  ji«yesrigation  might 


take  place,  as  would  fatisfy  every  enquiring  miiid, 

Mr.  Hutchinfon,  applied  to  Mr,  Taylor  furgeon 
L^ne  end  to  wairpn^  Ann  Moor  on  Monday  the "iftli 
pf  Sept'  I‘80S  A  hich  fte  did.  4fte?  ulin^  very  feverc 
language  in  order  to  {trike  them  more  tprciDly  that 
he  wa^  not  to  be  impoled  on,  neither  by  her  nor  two 
young  women  her  accompbcies,  {he  did  not  fhew  the 
leaft  canfufion  of  guilt,  her  pull*  wis  72  in  a  nii- 
riute.  Which  was  rather  agamil  h^r,  burj'  here  were 
jnany  fymptons  in  favour  of  her,  fuch  as  the  emacir 
it^d  ftate  of  her  body  Sre  ^ 

Mr-  favlor,  afked  her.  if  fne  had  any  pbie61:ianto 
be  rembvta  to  any  other  place,  intending  to  rhave 
Wt  watched  (he  anTwend  Ih  had  The  wo¬ 

men  faid  they  were  afraid  removing  h  r  vvou  d  kill 
her,  but  fhe  coniented,  to  avoid  furpicion,  as  fhe 
fhould  confidt  r  her fr If  under  the  hands  of  M.  T./ 

Mr  rayior,vifiteci  her  again,  when  he  was  not  ex- 
p^j^ed,  and  overheard  the  language  of  p  ribno  re- 
gaii  ig  rhemftlves,  in  Mrs.  Mo  fs  room  he  imme¬ 
diately  r  quired  to  be  admmit.ed  which  was  inftantly 
complied  with. 

On  his  entrance  he  required  every  peiTon  present 
to  leave  the  woman  :  her  daughter  was  in  bed  with 
her,  however  (he  covered  herfrlt  .immediately  and 
with  Hann.th  Birch,  the  woman  who  was  moll  con- 
ftbiitlv  with  her)  went  out  into  a  neighbours  boufe. 
When*Mr.  I  ’,  was  lett  alone  with  the  vvo man  heex^ 
amined  the  room,  and  found  a  balon  of  mi  k  and  a 
flice  or  bread,  and  iikewifeiaw  manv  crumbs,  about 
herb'd,  where  Birch  had  been  eating  Fhefe  cir» 
cumff antes  operated  very  power! uliy  on  the  mind  6f 
Mr.  r.  and  in  the  moft  lolemn  and  ininr  ffive  man 
ner,  addreffed  her  on  the.Occr  fi  n.  But  the  :ereni  :y 
of  her  cou.%tenance,  arid  fimp  ic.tv  oi  tier  mann-'rs, 
removed  from  his  mind  every  prejudiriar  m  port 
Iprt ad  again ti  her,  {he  had  abundant  opportunities 
to  eat,  but  that  {pe  did  not  eat^  no  individual  was  ab.e 


t6  affeTt  on  any  grourid  but  hi$'6Wn  ruppofitter5| 

;  ‘Sbe  b  conlentiidto  be  rernby^d  |Vlr‘,  ;wetjt 
tbu'nd the  town  tp  proctVre  a  nyrpbep  or  j^o^le- 
were  fv^orn  to  kt‘ep  watph  turns.  ,  , He 
Hbhe  bur  fuph.  as  .  did  ‘  hot  beliey^^  fop 
thought  ffit  woiiid  at  laid  be  found  an  impQflop  ,  , 
Jar  kfdn,  took  upon  him  the  troul^le  ^  ^ 
letting  th^  Watchy  and  t here Is  nodi ffi'  4ty  tapiq- 
cure  any^  p^^le^out  bf  ,^pui;ibdty.^y'o|untee^^  r 

lervicesV  Mr '  Jackfdn  the  w^cfin 

that  he  would  not  lufFer  S  tp  wlfc|L  tog  tlier^  foph  as 
hufband  and  wiieebjothep  were  ne¬ 

ver '{uffi  red  to  attend  the [finhe  time,,  nor  agy'  othi^ 
perfbn  influenced  in  hep  favour  .  r  , 

The  watch  was  ahvav^  changed  every  four  hbufi, 
and  forfurtheff Ltisfaftiph;^ pjacards' were  flue k.  up 
ax  the  priricipai  pa.rtof  t’he'tQwn,  /'  This 

is, to  maint  iin.  that  nn  Moor  h^talien  np  npuril^ 
rneni  fince  T uesday  atterncxin  at  three  o’clock,  and 
is  truly  and  conftantly  waichrd  '  AiV  pebdns  are 
hereby  challenged  to  disprove  the  Xa61:  &  may  warc!i 
for  thenTifelvrs,  during  the  lurther  period  ot  time, 
ihajl  by  m'-dicai  couiuiiation  be  determinedto  ella- 
bl  fh  the  fame.  ,  ,  M 

,  MV.j  ack'ibn,was  a  decided,  objedf  r,,  therefore 
would  have  been  happy  to  have  disc' vered  if  fhe  h^ 
been  an  imp;>1t-.>r,  that  he  might  have  had,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  have  bropight  to  light  her  hiioocricy.  Had 
The  been  a  cheat  what  opp  >rtunity  or  de-ence  flie 
being  clofciy  watched  ^  i)iy  aitcl  night  from  Tues¬ 
day  Septr  iS‘  hdlhree  oxtQck/dlatii  Fu.sday  .2'^'th, 
in  a  i  fiiteen  comfih  at  days 

i'hrs  was_ihe  tour  ec nth  month  of  her  total  abfth 
nencL  from  fl;  odd  and  the  tnirtecmt|^dav  v/ithouc 
even  water,  fhe  'aid  fhc  fcat  herfeli  ftrdhger  &  bet¬ 
ter  than  flae  had  b  en  ior  more  than  a  week  before. 
In  the  aft'  frioon  pi  bnursdayScptember2§.con:inu- 
ing  welUhe 'was  removed  td  her  turner  hibitation. 


7.  ■  ' 

68  tn  Se  dS'Ltef  P«'l^  beat 

o f  W  'ter  ' 'Mr-if •  cwif w 

■  V  ri-  tht  miferv  rn^iimr  ^^7,’  '‘^• 

,^n&.  of  rHewind  he  bv  ["he  rrfiit-. 

from  ralmg  apy 

prder re  of  JVl r  « i  pronoun - 

^  WQijd^HiC^^^  as  the 

^'^'^'^ures>eu^  h  ins^  wit-aeiTcd 

^  r  xCpryipt  triivJ lire  neop]^  j M  *i>  ^  .d''  *  '  ,,  > 

*^km  «.qaLtitf  i  baye 

#  ai  f  b  c  Xn*  I  i  Of  t^X  '  re?7  h^*'^  ^  Y^ P '  ’■Jf P^X  1  i- 
td  any  kinchof  i,au,,rs  for 

rhe  ja,t,frvrif  fmaH.  k 

fouXdlWrf^.rjband  hfau7  ^®V'P-  ''■'arth.  Ja09,  I 
strength  was  mi^ch  aimfni!hed'“fh-®t b« 
tttwf xp  tn,«yc,hci'  ieas.wifiieinr  ’  J?  bay  not  power 
pa '«6f  her Bd(§ f  io^  *b# 

<d  ad.  I  have  now  eiven  a  5  ^cr  as  if 

W  )rthy  of  notice  frao)  the  ^re 

period  of  her  €xi5tance-.  "Si/k.,an'"®  ''°  '’bf  P'^sent 

stance  basnever  be5^fere^eiahh(l "’- 

foBodeniable,  there^Wn^Ml  "'’’b  proofs 
ext.t;  the  greatest  c^-jofity:-® ■  ^bat  continue  to 

ffosHaT  Tavlor, 
McifBber  of^e  Royal  college  of 
Lane-End.  ‘^tnfordshire  i-o^bon. 

’  idOS. , 


S' 


Xeiiier  addressed  to  Dr.  Denman. 

^^HAD  Mr.  I'aylor  told  nHe  cf  his  intention  to  fend 

T  miht  have  fmphed  you 


Uhpv^tv  of  fending  you  the  following  flatemcdt.  f 

wasfirft  infm-med  of  herfimupon  1  : 

'hirion  that  the  report  was  not  hrue.  But  L  am  now 

\inced  the  account  of  her 

fpFlh  hecaufe  floe  could  not  have  canned  on  the  a^e 

{eption  without  U afffance  of  - 

that  per  fens  of  unde-fiandtng  muf 
her  imuirnion.  Her  intention  of  deceiving  is  ouUf  m 
aueSn  by  being  chfeiy  watched  for p teen  days,  of 
tin  t'hefe  was  %t  lea/ two  ferfons  ^  ^ 

!K?&4  p  »>«  .7«^  ■ 

Signed, 

■  ■  Fallen.,. 

Lane- End.  Staprdslnre  ' 

And  fs  MW^Ung  to  Ibis  present  time  Jany.  6th,  1813. 

E  -  ■ 


ft 


J,  Pitts  Printer-. 


